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separate instances where the Obama 
administration broke this fundamental 
responsibility. 

Yesterday, the House acted on two 
measures to hold the executive branch 
accountable and restore balance to the 
separation of powers. H.R. 4138, the EN-
FORCE Act, which deals with lawsuits 
against the executive branch for failure 
to execute the laws, and H.R. 3973, the 
Faithful Execution of the Law Act, 
which requires the Attorney General to 
report to Congress any time a Federal 
official implements a policy to refrain 
from enforcing Federal law. 

Mr. Speaker, no matter which party 
is in the White House, our laws must be 
faithfully executed. Americans deserve 
as much. 

f 

SUPPORTING DEMOCRACY IN 
UKRAINE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
just a couple of weeks ago the eyes of 
the world were looking at the people of 
Russia, and all of the world gathered 
together at the international Olym-
pics, athletes of varying backgrounds 
harmoniously competing in a spirit of 
cooperation and collaboration. Cer-
tainly those of us in the United States 
watched with great pride our athletes 
represent our Nation and their own 
special talent. It is unfortunate today 
that President Putin has undermined 
and destroyed all of that goodwill. 

I believe it is important that the 
United States continue to engage with 
Ukraine, a sovereign nation, and con-
tinues to encourage Secretary Kerry, 
as the President is doing, for diplo-
matic resolution. A couple of days from 
now there will be a vote to cede away 
from Ukraine, a sovereign nation. 
President Putin has boots on the 
ground on soil that is not his, and the 
world must stand up in a manner that 
collaborates and embraces. No, I am 
not calling for military action by the 
United States, collaboration with 
NATO. But they are people who desire 
democracy, and we are a democracy 
and we should be there and stand 
alongside of them. 

f 

COMMEMORATING SKILLS ACT 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this Satur-
day will mark the 1-year anniversary 
of House passage of H.R. 803, the 
SKILLS Act. This bill, which I spon-
sored, would bring much-needed reform 
and reorganization to our broken Fed-
eral workforce development system. 

There is bipartisan agreement that 
the current mishmash of Federal work-
force programs is not meeting the 
needs of America’s job seekers. The 
President called for reforms in his 2012 

State of the Union Address. Repub-
licans in the House responded to that 
call with the SKILLS Act. This bill 
would streamline 35 ineffective and du-
plicative programs, including 26 identi-
fied as being ineffective in a 2011 GAO 
report. The SKILLS Act empowers job 
creators, promotes accountability, and 
gives workers access to the resources 
they need to fill jobs that are available 
now. 

I call on our colleagues in the Senate 
to act on this vital piece of legislation. 
America needs a workforce develop-
ment system that works for job seek-
ers, not bureaucrats. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces a correction to an ear-
lier vote tally. On rollcall vote No. 135, 
the ‘‘yeas’’ were 238 and the ‘‘nays’’ 
were 181. 

f 

b 1130 

SIGN THE UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE DISCHARGE PETITION 

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor to congratulate the two 
Senators from my home State—Senate 
Majority Leader HARRY REID and Sen-
ator DEAN HELLER—for putting to-
gether a bipartisan unemployment in-
surance benefit extension. I am thank-
ful on behalf of the 2 million Ameri-
cans who are depending on UI benefits 
that the Senate is expected to act soon. 

But here we go again, Mr. Speaker. 
The pressure is now on the House. I 
think it is wrong that one person in the 
House out of 435 can hold hostage a fi-
nancial lifeline for 2 million Ameri-
cans, including 26,000 Nevadans. 

Every Member of Congress now has a 
choice to make: sign the discharge pe-
tition to bring up unemployment insur-
ance in a vote; or don’t and abandon 
the Americans who desperately need 
our help. 

I have signed, and I urge my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle to 
do the same. Moderate House Repub-
licans can do something before they 
leave today. Sign the discharge peti-
tion. Show your constituents that you 
stand with them and bring up a vote to 
extend unemployment insurance bene-
fits. 

f 

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE 

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, more 
than 14 million seniors nationwide de-
pend on Medicare Advantage plans for 
their health care needs. In two of the 
counties that I represent in Califor-
nia’s Central Valley, over 60,000 seniors 
are enrolled in Medicare Advantage. 

The program is an absolute necessity 
for them because it limits their out-of- 
pocket expense, protecting them from 
the threat of bankruptcy due to a com-
plicated and an ongoing medical condi-
tion. 

The President’s massive government 
overhaul of our health care system has 
raided $300 million from Medicare Ad-
vantage plans and created a health 
care tax that has just started this year. 
These payment cuts and the new 
health insurance tax are already being 
felt with canceled plans, reduced bene-
fits, and increased co-payments. 

There are 33,000 seniors in my coun-
ty—Stanislaus County—making under 
$20,000 a year, who are going to be hit 
with almost $100 per month. They have 
a right to know when this tax is going 
to hit them, what the expense is going 
to be. Seniors on limited incomes 
should have the right to know, which is 
why I authored the Seniors’ Right to 
Know Act. 

f 

BIG LAKE 
(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, every-
one in Texas knows about the Permian 
Basin’s reputation for oil and gas. 
Every UT Longhorn or Texas A&M 
Aggie knows about the Permanent Uni-
versity Fund. 

Not everyone knows the critical role 
that Big Lake played in each of these, 
so today, my 23 in 1—taking people to 
the 23rd District in 1 minute—is about 
Big Lake. 

The first well to hit on university 
lands was the Santa Rita well, which is 
now enshrined on the UT campus in 
Austin. Just outside of Big Lake was 
the site. It was named for the patron 
saint of the impossible because no one 
really expected the well to hit. 

The population went from 100 people 
to over 2,000. Today, those wells have 
produced great, great resources for the 
University of Texas and A&M over a 
long period of time. 

There was once a lake in Big Lake; it 
is dry now. It was fed by springs that 
are no longer there. They are there 
only when it has had significant rain. 
Big Lake is a wonderful place to visit. 
If you ever have the opportunity, 
please go. 

f 

WEST VIRGINIA WOMEN 
(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, women 
have played a significant role in our 
Nation’s history and in my home State 
of West Virginia. I would like to recog-
nize a few who have had wonderful 
achievements in art, literature, sports, 
government, education, and vol-
unteerism. 

Anna Johnson Gates was the first fe-
male elected to the State legislature 
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from Kanawha County; Elizabeth 
Drewry, the first African American 
elected to the legislature from 
McDowell County, West Virginia; Eliz-
abeth Kee, the first woman elected to 
Congress from Bluefield, West Virginia. 

One West Virginian has given us a 
national holiday—Anna Jarvis, the 
founder of Mother’s Day, from Grafton, 
West Virginia. 

In the sciences, Dr. Harriet Jones 
broke down barriers to become the first 
licensed physician in West Virginia 
from Marshall County. 

We have two women who reached the 
very pinnacle of their field. Novelist 
Pearl Buck, from Hillsboro, West Vir-
ginia, won the Nobel Prize for lit-
erature. In athletics, no one could for-
get West Virginia’s own Mary Lou 
Retton when she made history by 
achieving her perfect 10s in 1984. 

The stories of West Virginian women 
and all women must be told. That is 
why I support H.R. 863, the National 
Women’s History Commission Act. 

It is my privilege to talk about so 
many wonderful West Virginia women. 

f 

TRIMBLE TECH STUDENTS AT 
SXSW FESTIVAL 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to the tragic events that took 
place in Austin, Texas, on Thursday at 
the annual South by Southwest Fes-
tival. 

A suspected drunk driver being 
chased by the Austin police slammed 
his car into the festival crowd. Two of 
those injured were in high school. 
Curtisha Davis—known as ‘‘Tish’’—and 
Deandre Tatum—called ‘‘Dre’’—stu-
dents at Trimble Tech High School in 
my hometown of Fort Worth, Texas. 

Curtisha is a senior and has broken 
bones and other injuries, and Deandre 
is in the intensive-care unit under a 
medically induced coma at the Univer-
sity Medical Center at Brackenridge. 

Please continue to pray for the 
Trimble Tech family. It is a very close- 
knit family at Trimble Tech High 
School, known as the Bulldogs. I ask 
for the prayers of everyone. 

There was a death involved in this 
particular tragedy, and I ask for pray-
ers for all the families affected, includ-
ing these two young people from my 
hometown, Curtisha and Deandre. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LES 
BOTELHO 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, last 
week I was deeply saddened to hear the 
news of the passing of my friend and 
Hawaii island resident, Les Botelho. I 
share my heartfelt condolences with 
his family and his friends. 

Les was a committed family man and 
also dedicated to serving his commu-

nity. He lived simply and led by exam-
ple, always understanding the impor-
tance of servant leadership and giving 
back. 

Les was a native of Laupahoehoe and 
graduated from Laupahoehoe High 
School and Hawaii Technical School. 
He worked for the County of Hawaii for 
many years, working his way up to ad-
ministration before he retired. 

Those of us who had the privilege of 
knowing Les knew we could always 
count on him. He was very often the 
first call that people made when they 
needed help with anything. 

He was a mentor to so many and a 
great example for all to follow, as he 
always taught the next generation to 
become involved, to be a part of mak-
ing a positive impact in our commu-
nity, and to undertake the great re-
sponsibility of being leaders in our fu-
ture. 

Aloha nui, Les, we miss you very 
much. Mahalo for your lifelong com-
mitment to serving Hawaii. Aloha. 

f 

GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRACY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. FLORES), my new friend. 
REMEMBERING RETIRED UNITED STATES AIR 

FORCE COLONEL ROBERT DARDEN ‘‘PETE’’ 
PETERSON 
Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor retired United States 
Air Force Colonel Robert Darden 
‘‘Pete’’ Peterson who passed away on 
March 2. 

Colonel Peterson was a member of 
America’s Greatest Generation. He not 
only served our counsel selflessly dur-
ing World War II, but also during the 
Korean war and the Vietnam war. 

Colonel Robert Darden Peterson was 
born in Jonesboro, Arkansas, in 1923. 
After graduating from high school, 
Pete would go on to attend the Univer-
sity of Mississippi with a football 
scholarship. 

After his first football season at Ole 
Miss, he enlisted in the United States 
Army Air Corps to aid the war effort in 
Europe. Colonel Peterson trained as a 
B–17 pilot and became an aircraft com-
mander at age 20. During World War II, 
he was a member of the 8th Air Force 
and completed 28 combat missions. 

After World War II, Pete briefly re-
turned to civilian life only to be re-
called to Active Duty in 1947. He would 
serve as assistant chief of directorate 
of combat operations during the Ko-
rean war and the Vietnam war. 

He was responsible for all surveil-
lance and control of the Strategic Air 
Command winged resources within 
Southeast Asia. 

During 1967 and 1968, Colonel Peter-
son served as air operations planner for 
all tactical and support air activities 

in the southern portion of North Viet-
nam and the Southeast Asia interdic-
tion area. He remained a combat pilot, 
flying 19 combat missions in support 
operations in Vietnam. 

In 1968, Colonel Peterson was as-
signed to the Pentagon as Air Force ac-
tions officer for programs pertaining to 
the Strategic Air Command. 

In 1970, he was assigned to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Operational Directorate. 
Following his assignments in Wash-
ington, he accepted the post of deputy 
base commander at Dyess Air Force 
Base, a Strategic Air Command base in 
Abilene, Texas. 

In 1976, Colonel Peterson retired from 
military service and lived most of his 
retirement years in Texas. During his 
33 years of service to our country, he 
flew B–17s, B–36s, and B–52s and logged 
over 7,000 flying hours. 

He was so trusted and experienced, 
that he was assigned to America’s nu-
clear Air Force in the Strategic Air 
Command. As a pilot, he was one of the 
first in our country to fly with atomic 
weapons and hydrogen weapons. 

Colonel Peterson was a highly deco-
rated officer. His military honors in-
clude the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air 
Medal, the Bronze Star, and numerous 
other medals and awards that reflected 
his dedication to serving our country 
in the United States Air Force. 

A review written by a commanding 
officer during Colonel Peterson’s mili-
tary career best sums up the way he 
lived his life at home and when on 
duty. The CO wrote: 

Peterson requires a lot of his crew. How-
ever, he gives more than he demands of oth-
ers. 

Colonel Peterson passed away earlier 
this month and was laid to rest on 
March 7. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the family and friends of Colonel 
‘‘Pete’’ Peterson. His survivors include 
7 children, 15 grandchildren, 17 great- 
grandchildren, and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 

He will be forever remembered as a 
patriot, a pilot, a soldier, a husband, a 
father, a grandfather, and as an Amer-
ican hero. We thank him and his family 
for their outstanding service and sac-
rifice to our country. 

As I close, I ask everyone to continue 
praying for our country during these 
difficult times and for our military 
men and women who protect us from 
external threats and our first respond-
ers who protect us from internal 
threats right here at home. 

God bless our military men and 
women, and God bless the United 
States of America. 

Mr. GOHMERT. At this time, Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. REED), my friend, such 
time as he may consume. 

NO MORE WEEK 
Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 

gentleman from Texas for yielding me 
time to address the Chamber today. 

I rise today to talk about the NO 
MORE campaign. NO MORE is the first 
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